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Coronation of King Charles III: May 6 

May 6, 2023 

May 6, 2023: London, UK: The coronation of King Charles III and Queen 
Camilla was held at Westminster Abbey, as has been done for about a 
thousand years. The Service was conducted by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the Most Reverend and Right Honourable Justin Welby.  
 
Their Majesties arrived at the Abbey in “The King’s Procession” from the 
Buckingham Palace. Their Majesties returned to the Palace in “The 
Coronation Procession”. The Coronation Procession included Armed 
Forces from across the Commonwealth and the British Overseas 
Territories and all Services of the Armed Forces of the United Kingdom.   

 

           Coronation Procession of His Majesty The King and Her Majesty The Queen 

(Reference: Tweet: @BritishArmy; https://www.army.mod.uk/news-and-

events/spotlight/the-kings-coronation/ ) 

  

 

 

  

Stone of Destiny 
 

 

The Royal 

Regiment of 
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British Army, 

honors the 

Stone in its 

journey from 

Edinburgh to 

the Abbey.   
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THE STONE OF DESTINY (Reference: https://www.edinburghcastle.scot/see-and-

do/highlights/the-stone-of-destiny): The Stone of Destiny is an ancient symbol of 

Scotland’s monarchy, used for centuries in the inauguration of its kings.  

In 1296, King Edward I of England seized the stone from the Scots, and had it built 

into a new throne at Westminster. From then on, it was used in the coronation 

ceremonies of the monarchs of England and then Great Britain. 

Prime Minister John Major returned the stone to Scotland in 1996. Today, it is one 

of the priceless treasures on display alongside the Crown Jewels in the Crown 

Room, in the Royal Palace in Edinburgh Castle on the east side of Crown Square. 

Millions of people visit the Crown Room and see the Stone every year. The stone 

only leaves Scotland for a coronation in Westminster Abbey. 

USE OF THE STONE of DESTINY in the CORONATION CEREMONY: At Westminster 
Abbey, the 336-pound sandstone slab, known as the Stone of Destiny, or as the 
Stone of Scone, will be fitted underneath the over 700-year-old wooden Coronation 
Chair, which the monarch will sit upon as he is crowned.  

At the WESTMINSTER ABBEY: Faith leaders and representatives of faith 
communities will process through Westminster Abbey ahead of the Service, 
followed by representatives of the Commonwealth Realms. 

Their Majesties will enter Westminster Abbey through the Great West Door. 
Their Majesties will arrive at the Chairs of Estate in the Coronation Theatre, 
where The King will be greeted by the longest serving chorister of His Majesty’s 
Chapel Royal. The history of this greeting is rooted in the ordination and 
consecration of members of the clergy, where the inclusion of a young person 
symbolises looking towards the future. The King will then have a personal 
moment of silent prayer, as Queen Elizabeth II did in 1953. 

Following this, the Archbishop of Canterbury will give a greeting from the High 
Altar, welcoming the congregation to the Service. 

RECOGNITION: The Recognition follows; an ancient element of the Coronation 

Service, in which The King will be recognised as the true Monarch. His Majesty 

will turn to each of the four points of the compass to be recognised; to the East, 

by the Archbishop of Canterbury; to the South, by Lady Eilish Angiolini, a Lady 

https://www.edinburghcastle.scot/see-and-do/highlights/the-stone-of-destiny
https://www.edinburghcastle.scot/see-and-do/highlights/the-stone-of-destiny
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of the Order of the Thistle; to the West, by Christopher Finney, a holder of the 

George Cross, and to the North, by Baroness Amos, a Lady of the Order of the 

Garter. 

 
High Altar at the Westminster Abbey 

The King will be presented with the Holy Bible by the Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland. The new Bible was commissioned for the 
Service by Lambeth Palace. 

Lambeth Palace is the official London residence of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. It is situated in north Lambeth, London, on the south bank of the 
River Thames, about 370 metres, south-east of the Palace of Westminster, 
which houses Parliament, on the opposite bank. 

OATH: His Majesty will then take The Oath, and will sign copies presented by 
the Lord Chamberlain. Having taken The Oath, The King will kneel before the 
High Altar and pray aloud. The words of His Majesty’s prayer have been 
inspired by the hymn, ‘I vow to thee, my country’, in a continuation of the 
theme of service.  

The Archbishop of Canterbury will say the Collect, which has been specially 
written for the Coronation Service, before the Prime Minister, the Right 
Honourable Rishi Sunak MP, gives the first reading from the Epistle to the 
Colossians.  
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The St Augustine’s Gospel Book, dating back to the sixth century, will be carried 
into the Nave. The Gospel will then be read by the Bishop of London and Dean 
of His Majesty’s Chapels Royal, the Rt Revd and Rt Hon Dame Sarah Mullally, 
marking the first active participation of female Church of England Bishops in a 
Coronation Service. The Ascension gospel choir will sing a second Alleluia, by 
Debbie Wiseman, and the Archbishop of Canterbury will preach the Sermon. 
Their Majesties will then kneel at the Chairs of Estate as the choir sings the 
Veni, Creator Spiritus, sung in English, Welsh, Scots Gaelic and Irish. 

ANOINTMENT WITH OIL: The Anglican Archbishop in Jerusalem, who was 
present during the consecration of the Chrism oil earlier this year, will receive 
the Ampulla containing the oil at the High Altar, which will be blessed by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. Their Majesties will remove their Robes of State, 
and The King will sit in the Coronation Chair, on the Cosmati pavement. The 
Anointing Screen, newly made for the Service and inspired by the window of 
His Majesty’s Chapel Royal, will be brought into pos ition around the Chair by 
Guardsmen of the Household Division. The Anointing, the most solemn and 
sacred part of the Service, takes place as the choir sings Handel’s ‘Zadok the 
priest’, which was composed for the Coronation of King George II in 1727 and 
has become synonymous with such occasions. The Archbishop of Canterbury, 
assisted by the Dean of Westminster and the Archbishop of York, will anoint 
The King’s hands, chest and head. Afterwards, The King will approach the High 
Altar and kneel, and the Archbishop of Canterbury will pray. 

The INVESTITURE: For The Investiture, The King will be vested with the 
Colobium Sidonis, a white linen shift-like tunic; the Supertunica, a full-length, 
sleeved gold coat; and the Coronation Sword Belt. His Majesty will sit in the 
Coronation Chair as items of Regalia are presented; first, the Spurs, carried by 
the Lord Great Chamberlain. 

The Byzantine Chant Ensemble will sing in Greek, in recognition of His Majesty’s 

father Prince Philip, The late Duke of Edinburgh, while the Sword of State is 

exchanged for the Sword of Offering by the Lord President of the Privy Council, 

The Rt Hon Penny Mordaunt MP. The Sword of Offering, which symbolises the 

protection of good and the punishment of evil, will be delivered to the 

Archbishop of Canterbury and will be placed in The King’s right hand. The King 

will rise, and the Sword will be fastened at the His Majesty’s waist using the 
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Sword Belt. The King will offer the Sword at the Altar, where it will be received 

by the Dean. The Sword will then be redeemed with the offering of 100 newly 

minted 50ps, by the Lord President of the Council, who will carry it before The 

King for the remainder of the Service. Traditionally, the Sword is offered to 

Westminster Abbey in payment for hosting a Coronation Service, and 

redeemed by offering a symbolic payment. 

  
Penny Mordaunt, Lord President of the Privy Council 

Liz Truss appointed Penny Mordant, the MP for Portsmouth North, as the Leader 

of the House of Commons and the Lord President of the Privy Council on 

September 6, 2002. (https://www.pennymordaunt.com/about-penny/)  
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Sword of State 

 
Coronation Ceremony: 

The Sword of State 

in the hands of King Charles III 
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The King will be presented with the Armills, traditionally referred to as ‘the 
bracelets of sincerity and wisdom’, by Lord Syed Kamall, 56, of Indo-Guyanese 
heritage. The Robe Royal will be brought by Baroness Gillian Joanna Merron, 
a Visiting Professor at University of Lincoln and of Jewish faith. 

His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales will present the Stole Royal to the King. 
His Majesty will then be invested and will sit in the Coronation Chair again.  

The Orb, symbolising the Christian world, will be placed in The King’s right 
hand by the Archbishop of Canterbury, before being returned to the Altar.  

The Sovereign’s Ring will be presented by Lord Narendra Babubhai Patel, 84. 
The Coronation Glove will be presented by Lord Indarjit Singh, 90, and The 
King will place it on His Majesty’s right hand. The Coronation Glove is a 
demonstration of the Sovereign as advocate and challenger for the protection 
and honour of the people. It also bears a second meaning, as a reminder of 
holding power, symbolised in the royal Sceptre, gently in a gloved hand.  

The Sceptre with Cross, a symbol of power and justice, and the Sceptre with 
Dove, a symbol of equity and mercy, will be brought from the Altar by the 
Primus of the Scottish Episcopal Church and the Archbishop of Wales, and 
placed in The King’s right and left hands, by the Archbishop of Canterbury.  

For The Crowning, The Dean of Westminster will deliver St Edward’s Crown to 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, who will offer a blessing before His Majesty The 
King is crowned. The Archbishop will lead the congregation of Westminster 
Abbey in saying, ‘God save The King’.  

The bells of the Abbey will ring as gun salutes are fired in celebration on Horse 
Guards Parade, at His Majesty’s Fortress the Tower of London, and at Saluting 
Stations throughout the United Kingdom, Gibraltar, Bermuda, and His 
Majesty’s ships at sea. In Westminster Abbey, the Wiener Philharmon iker 
Fanfare will be played by the Coronation Brass Ensemble, as requested by The 
King. His Majesty will then be blessed by ecumenical leaders.  

The ENTHRONING : The King, escorted by the Archbishops of Canterbury and 
York, and assisted by the Bishops of Bath and Wells, and Durham, will be 
enthroned. The Great Officers of State assemble behind His Majesty’s Throne 
Chair. 
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The Homage will be given by the Archbishop of Canterbury, and The Prince of 
Wales. The People’s Homage will follow, an opportunity for those who wish to 
be given voice within the Service, and for those at home to have a chance to 
be an extension of the Westminster Abbey congregation, should they wish to 
take it, whether with a moment of quiet reflection, by saying “God save King 
Charles” at the end, or following the words of the liturgy.  

The Homage is followed by the Coronation of The Queen. Her Majesty will kneel 
at her Chair of Estate to be anointed on the head by The Archbishop of 
Canterbury. The Queen’s Ring will be presented to Her Majesty by the Keeper 
of the Jewel House, and Her Majesty will be crowned by the Archbishop with 
Queen Mary’s Crown. The former Bishop of London, Lord Chartres, and the 
Bishop of Dover, The Rt Revd Rose Hudson-Wilkin, will present Her Majesty 
with The Queen’s Sceptre with Cross and The Queen’s Rod with Dove. 
Escorted by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, the Bishops of Hereford 
and Norwich, and The Queen’s Companions, Her Majesty will be enthroned.  

The COMMUNION: Their Majesties will proceed into the Shrine and will remove 
St Edward’s Crown and Queen Mary’s Crown, before returning to the Chairs of 
Estate for Communion. The King will be presented with bread and wine, which 
will be used for the Holy Sacrament.  

While the hymn, ‘Praise, my soul, the King of heaven’ is sung by the 
congregation, Their Majesties will enter the Shrine of St Edward the Confessor 
before the conclusion of the Service.  

A fanfare will sound as The King, wearing the Imperial State Crown, followed 
by The Queen, wearing Queen Mary’s Crown, emerge from the Shrine and join 
the Coronation Procession out of Westminster Abbey as the National Anthem 
is sung. 

After the Coronation Service, at the Great West Door, The King will be greeted 
by five faith leaders, and Governors-General from the Realms. Their Majesties 
will then depart Westminster Abbey in the Gold State Coach for Buckingham 
Palace. The Procession will have over 7000 Defence and Commonwealth service 
personnel in the parade.  

 
*** 


